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The countries of West Africa? Several different definitions. I am using this map  
from Britannica, and add Sao Tome and Principe

Sao Tome

20 countries, all of them independent. I have excluded Ascension, St Helena and Tristan



This is how I have done my analysis:

1. I used Gibbons Simplified 2022.
2. And Stamp World online
3. In each case I have used the period from independence to 2009
4. All my calculations are based on this period for each country, c 1960 to 2009
5. Why 2009? That is the date when most postal activity in West Africa 

dropped to near zero.
6. However, stamps are still being produced in vast numbers. Postal services 

are in terminal decline. But stamps still proliferate!
7. If you don't already do this, do use Stamp World. It has a mostly brilliant 

search engine which can find almost any stamp by denomination, topic, date 
of issue, colour and more, and in mere seconds! 
https://www.stampworld.com/en

Gibbons has a policy of appendixing stamps if they have not been on “sale in reasonable 
quantities” and are issued in “excess of demand”. 
Far too many stamps are issued. Printing catalogues that can be handled without personal 
injury has become almost impossible. The future has to be online. But surely some stamps 
are absurd, never seen on mail and are phoney at worst or just horrible at best!
Mostly I am in sympathy with Gibbons but they are wrong, unfair, inconsistent and 
practice outrageous bias in favour of some of the guiltiest postal administrations, including 
Royal MFail. . And these faults are especially highlighted in West Africa. 

https://www.stampworld.com/en


1. To list only 34 
stamps for Sao 
Tome since 
independence in 
1975 is clearly 
wrong

2. Equatorial Guinea 
is famous for its 
phoney issues that 
are never seen on 
mail. Their 
appendixing by SG  
is mostly fair.

3. But while Guinea, 
Guinea Bissau, 
Liberia,  Chad and 
Burkina Faso do 
over-produce, so 
also does Sierra 
Leone and Gibbons 
lets them off!

Number of 
stamps that 
SG lists fully 

SG lists in 
Appendix % appendixed

Number of 
stamps listed 

by SW

1 Sao Tome 34 904 97% 938

2 Equatorial Guinea 307 1082 78% 2279

3 Guinea 1593 1857 54% 7219

4 Liberia 1046 789 43% 5146

5 Chad 1010 632 38% 2446

6 Guinea Bissau 952 324 25% 4190

7
Burkina Faso (Upper 

Volta) 1889 254 12% 2624

8 Mali 1622 87 5% 2629

9 Togo 2090 101 5% 3181

10 Niger 1229 58 5% 2015

11 Benin (Dahomey) 1726 28 2% 2219

12 Ivory Coast 1117 15 1% 1322

13 Mauritania 935 8 1% 1023

14 Gambia 5079 23 0.5% 5992

15 Cameroon 910 0 936

16 Cape Verde 526 0 595

17 Ghana/Gold Coast 3596 0 4088

18 Nigeria 779 0 736

19 Senegal 1586 0 1913

20 Sierra Leone 4473 0 5139

The difference between totals by SG & SW is mostly 
because the former lists MS’s as one stamp while SW 
lists all stamps in MS’s as single stamps. 

My analysis excludes Postage Dues, Officials and others 
not in the normal or main lists of both SG and SW



I have selected São Tomé 
and Príncipe and Sierra 
Leone to display today.
São Tomé has 904 stamps 
disallowed. Sierra Leone 
has 0. The latter, in my view 
from some 60 years of 
experience, produces far 
more questionable issues!



São Tomé and Príncipe

• Portuguese colony since the 16th century, it achieved independence 
in 1975, following the overthrow of dictatorship in Portugal.

All other four Portuguese colonies in Africa became independent 
between 1973 and 1975.

São Tomé has been well-governed, democratic and stable. Like other 
island states in Africa, its people are mainly the descendants of those 
who came to work on plantations, many of them as slaves. There are 
many who are of mixed ancestry.   

It has a mostly well managed postal service.

It produced, according to Stamp World, 3,908 stamp issues between 
1975 and 2009. It is true that many of these have been for the 
philatelic trade. Many of them may not have been “available to the 
public in reasonable quantities”, and certainly were in the later period, 
“in excess of postal need”.  

Gibbons mentions only 935. It lists with SG numbers a mere 34. The 
remaining 904 have been appendixed! Gibbons’ policy here is 
obviously absurd. 



97% of São Tomé’s post independence stamps that  
Gibbons lists in its catalogue are in the appendix. But 
Gibbons also leaves out thousands of others.  Of the total 
3,908 stamps issued, according to Stamp World, Gibbons 
leaves out more than 99% of them. Here are some of 
them. Three pages from my collection  of   110 stamps of 
Sao Tome from the early colonial days until the mid 2010s. 
Only four in the post-colonial period have SG numbers. I 
have 70 from this period, all of them from actual mail



This is all that 
SG lists for São 
Tomé between 
1975 and 2009, 
the years since 
independence 
until the end of 
most mail. 



Note that Gibbons stops 
at 1994! That is 31 years 
ago and certainly 
accounts for much of the 
discrepancy between 
Stamp World’s count of 
3,908 issues and 
Gibbons’ number of 935. 

More space is devoted 
to listing the 
“appendixed” items 
than the rest!



More pages from my collection
All of them from mail



In a personal opinion, 
some issues deserve to 
be “appendixed”, such 
as this mini sheet of 
1997.
I am almost certain 
that it was never used 
on mail and may even 
have not been on sale 
in the country. The 
postmark however is 
legitimate. But the 
sheet I have has gum 
on the reverse! I bet 
nobody ever licked any 
of these!

(Actually this mini sheet 
is not even in SG’s 
naughty corner!!)



Meanwhile in GB, the 
birthplace of stamps, 
this rubbish continues 
to be issued. This one 
in 2021. Gibbons lists 
it. For some unknown 
reason it has no 
Appendix for GB! And 
yet Royal Fail [sic] 
issues many stamps “in 
excess of postal needs 
or have not been 
made available to the 
public in reasonable 
quantities at face 
value”.

Actually Royal 
Fail is worse 
than most 
others. It now 
sends hardly 
any special 
issues to any 
post offices. 
Why do we in 
Britain  have a 
postal service 
(Royal Fail) that 
that is no 
longer 
integrated with 
its Post Offices? 



When I first added São Tomé stamps to my collection in around 1982 I didn’t at 
first realise that Gibbons was behaving like this. I then had no qualms about 
removing stamps I obtained from kiloware and envelopes. Later I realised I need 
to keep good evidence that very many stamps that Gibbons shunned were being 
used on normal mail. Here are some of them. 



Now to Sierra Leone. Here Gibbons takes a very different line to the way it 
treats São Tomé. No Sierra Leone stamps are appendixed. Gibbons lists 4,473. 
Stamp World lists 5,139. The difference is caused mostly, if not entirely, by the 
fact that Gibbons usually assigns one number to a miniature sheet while SW 
numbers each stamp in the sheet if they are different.

I was able to do my own research when I went to Sierra Leone between 2008 
and 2010. I went to the main Post Office in Freetown. I bought stamps at one of 
the counters. The ones that were available were then, the current definitives, of 
birds. More about those in a moment. I asked the counter clerk if there were 
others available for sale. The clerk called the postmaster, who invited me into his 
office where he had very many other issues in a safe!



And here they are on covers sent to me. Note that I have in 
most cases made up the correct postage, mainly by using 
some of the definitive bird stamps I mentioned earlier.



According to Gibbons’ Appendix rules surely these should also be there? 



I bet that this was the first ever presentation at WASC involving São Tomé 
and Príncipe! 

Thank you!


